
Environment and Rural Issues 

CA Summer School 2011 

Bishop Woodford House in Ely was an 

excellent place for a conference on the 

environment and rural issues.  It is at 

the heart of the East of England highly 

productive farming area. 

This year the summer school hosted 

people from seven countries: Uganda, 

India, Iraq, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, 

Zimbabwe and Kenya.   

( A group photo here) 

 

Wanda Nash led meditations at the 

beginning of each day and Kathleen 

Lees was chaplain. 

Our concern, as always in CA, was 

both for the wide world and for the 

UK .We raised many questions and 

provided a few answers. We did 

provide: 

AN AGENDA FOR ACTION 

Questions were raised on the first 

evening when our chairman, + John 

Flack, highlighted God’s revelation of 

himself as part of nature in Old and 

New Testaments. 

‘O all ye works of the Lord, bless ye the 

Lord: praise him and magnify him 

forever.’ 1 

But there are also terrible natural 

disasters, not least the recent tsunami 

and Japanese earthquake.  How do we 

understand God in relation to them?  

If the rules of the natural world could 

                                                             
1 Benedicite 

be overthrown by Jesus why are they 

not overthrown now?  There are many 

questions. 

But, there is something to learn from 

Francis of Assisi, who lived out his 

faith in the God in all things and in 

the ultimate redemption of all 

creation.  And there is much to be 

learnt from the story of the lilies of 

the field - about living each day as it 

comes. 

Barbara Clutton is a farmer and also 

an Anglican priest who is rural officer 

for Coventry Diocese.  Her work is 

inspired by God in all creation. It 

includes being a presence and listener 

to a whole range of problems and 

issues; including rural poverty and 

isolation, bovine TB, complicated 

forms to fill in, suicide rates amongst 

farmers and much more. 2  People 

were challenged to EAT ETHICALLY 

and to stay on farms and visit farms. 

(photo with Barbara) 

 

 

We did visit a farm as part of the 

summer school.  We went to a mixed 

farm, with horses, cattle and grain 

crops.  The farmer and his wife had 

diversified by developing bed and 

breakfast accommodation and by 

opening a lovely café, where we 

enjoyed afternoon tea and cakes.  We 

also learnt about a neighbour who 

                                                             
2  Farm Crisis Network helps rural communities  



produces high quality rape seed oil 

from his crop. 3 

The difficult issue Barbara Clutton 

raised was that of the buying of 

produce from the developing world 

which can be grown in the UK.  

+Timothy Ranji was at summer school 

and he felt that some compromise 

might be reached.  For instance many 

people in Kenya grow and send beans 

to the UK in order to send their 

children to school.  Most of the 

flowers coming into the UK are not 

necessary, and do take a lot of water 

and land. Fair trade flowers may be 

the exception because the workers 

receive some of the profits and 

harmful insect sprays are not used. 

Barbara Echlin4 spoke about the need 

for low carbon farming everywhere.  

Her challenge was to the formation of 

eco cells embarking on a journey 

towards carbon free living.  Every 

person must: 

CUT CLIMATE POLLUTION NOW 

Ways forward include: 

Allotments, sharing homes and cars. 

Some good news: 

Wind turbines, heat pumps, the ‘green 

Deal’ to enable insulation in homes. 5 

Ringsfield Hall is an eco-centre for 

adults and children . Its director, Chris 

Walton, spoke about ‘ecological 

literacy.’  This literacy engages the 

                                                             
3 Farrington’s ‘Mellow Yellow’ Cold Pressed Rape 

Seed Oil is available from Christians Aware. 

4 Barbara is a trustee of Christian Ecology Link. 

www.christian-ecology.org.uk 

5 ‘How Bad Are Bananas? The Carbon Footprint of 

Everything.’  Mike Berners Lee, Profile Books 2010 

whole person to see things in a new 

way and to live out the reality of the 

connectedness of all living things.  Eco 

- literacy is spiritual, it is knowledge, 

experience and reflection.    

And action for change must be part of 

the ever returning circle.   

Gideon Byamugisha, an old friend of 

CA, spoke of his work for HIV/AIDS 

eradication as the creation of a place 

of spirit, a life-enhancing environment 

where healing can take place.  He said 

that it is essential for all sectors of a 

community to be involved in healing. 

‘Where the effort of the community is 

greater than the crisis then the crisis, 

in this case the virus, is reduced.’ 

 

(photo – Gideon) 

 

Gideon gave examples of places where 

the virus is reducing, places where 

rural life dominates, places where 

great efforts are being made including 

Zambia, Botswana and Lesotho.  The 

good news for all ‘positive’ people is 

that there is more knowledge than 

ever now and there is much better 

treatment.  The bad news is that 

stigma of being ‘positive’ remains so 

that there is still great danger of 

secrecy and inaction.  One of the 

biggest contributions the church can 

make is to reduce and even take away 

stigma. 

We heard about a large group of 

people who face stigma because of 

their condition from Sister Pat Robb, 

someone who has worked with 

MIGRANTS for many years, both in the 

UK and overseas.  



Migrants have the same basic needs as 

most people, the difference is that 

migrants mostly don’t have their 

needs met. Some of the needs are: 

To survive, to love and be loved, to 

feel worthwhile, to have fun, to have 

reasonable freedom.   

If we put the needs of migrants 

alongside the UN motto we already 

have a huge agenda for action. 

‘Do unto others as you would have 

them do unto you.’ 

If we work with migrants from all over 

the world in the UK we immediately 

realise that not only are many of them 

from rural backgrounds, but that 

those who are ‘legal’ suffer almost as 

much as those who are in limbo or 

illegal.   The people who enter the UK 

legally may lack work and a home for 

a long time and may suffer from 

loneliness.  6  The migrants who are 

‘illegal’ are always in fear and may 

even be in despair.  Celestin Malanda, 

who works with the Home Office 

Gatwick Programme for refugees, 

agreed that despair is always close to 

the surface.   

Migrants to the UK are marginalised. 

At the summer school we also learnt 

about people who are marginalised in 

their own countries.  Rachel Stephens 

spoke about the situation of rural 

Ethiopian women.  Rachel has visited 

Ethiopia many times and she was 

quickly able to take the place of Ebise 

Ashana, whose work had required her 

to remain at home. 7   

                                                             
6 ‘The Road Home’ by Rose Tremain is the story of 

Lev from Eastern Europe who suffers greatly 

before he reaches ‘home.’   

7 We hope to welcome Ebise in the Autumn, 2011 

Rachel explained that, as in many 

rural situations, women are the 

backbone of their communities. In 

Ethiopia they do 70% of the 

agricultural work: water carrying and 

the protection of the springs, general 

transport, gardening, food processing 

and marketing.  They also carry the 

fuel which has been cut by the men, 

leading to illness and deformity.  

Recent improvements include the 

planting of acacia trees, to keep the 

moisture in the soil, new mud brick 

ovens, irrigation and new hives on the 

ground to make honey gathering 

easier.  Cooperation between men and 

women is growing, and credit unions 

help the women to improve their 

businesses and to send the children to 

school. 

We heard about enterprise towards 

rural improvement from other 

summer school members. Subash 

Chelliah talked about the Indian 

Institute for Rural Community Service 

which works with people who live 

below the poverty line. The Little 

Elephants Pre-School will serve 

thirteen villages near Chennai and 

thus help young mothers to work to 

provide food and clothing for their 

families.   Jared Isaac spoke about 

medical care in the Vellore region and 

on the special homes for girls.   

Dan Hale from ‘Progressio’ spoke 

about the work being done for the 

communities in El Salvador, where 

roughly 90% of the country is 

vulnerable to tropical storms, and 

mudslides.  Progressio has helped by 

working with the people to identify at 

risk areas and to plan for defences 



like planting trees.  A lot of work is 

also being done with children. 8  

Geoff Dodgson raised awareness of 

what he called a ‘perfect storm’ which 

will engulf the world by 2030, a storm 

of growing populations, energy 

shortages, climate change and 

pressure on the environment.   The 

possibilities of conflicts, including 

mass migrations, are only too vivid.   

Hard choices will have to be made 

about energy options, food production 

and general efficiency. 

Wayne Talbot presented a down to 

earth challenge which helped people 

to see that the big issues can be 

tackled by every person in every 

situation. ‘Backyard Biodiversity’ is a 

possibility now.  We can all do 

something to improve our own local 

areas: we can create quiet and play 

areas, refuges for wildlife, places of 

beauty and places for study.  We can 

learn about trees and flowers and 

food and we can act.  And, ultimately, 

our backyard is the whole world.  

It was wonderful to have Bishop 

Timothy Ranji with us at summer 

school.  He presented Kenya as a place 

of promise and of challenge.  His 

presentation will be included in the 

Winter magazine, with our reflections 

on the September 2011 visit to Kenya.  
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